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General Remarks The right to return is provided for in Article 13 (2) of the udhr: "Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his country." Similarly, Article 12 (4) of the iccpr states that "No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of the right to enter his own country."
The Human Rights Committee, in its General comment No. 27 on the free dom of movement, recognized that "The right to return is of the utmost importance for refugees seeking voluntary repatriation."
International humanitarian law, namely the Geneva Conventions also con tain provisions on the right to return. ii Specific Remarks This link between the right to return and property restitution has also been made in a number of resolutions at the international level.
10.2.1
United Nations General Assembly It is of interest that in one of its very first resolutions on Palestine in 1948 at paragraph 11, the General Assembly (ga) stipulated that compensation should be paid for the property of those choosing not to return and for loss of or dam age to property which, under principles of international law or in equity, should be made good by the Governments or authorities responsible.41 The ga maintained its coherence by adopting, e.g., Resolution 3236 (xxix) of 22 November 1974 on the Question of Palestine, where at paragraph 2, the Assem bly reaffirmed the inalienable right of the Palestinians to return to their homes and property from which they have been displaced and uprooted, and called for their return.42 In 1961, the ga in its Resolution 1672 (xvi) on refugees from Algeria in Morocco and Tunisia requested the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (unhcr) to continue his activities jointly with the League of Red Cross Societies until the refugees returned to their homes and to use the means at his disposal to assist in the orderly return of those refugees to their homes and facilitate their resettlement in their homeland, if neces sary.43 In 1974, with regard to Cyprus, the ga in Resolution 3212 (xxix) at para graph 5 again restated the right of all refugees to return to their home places in 
